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THE Val 


FRENCH KINGS' 
= EDICT. 


Upon the | 


DECLARATIO 


Made by the 


Clergy of FRANCGE 
Of theic Opinion concerning the Eccleſiaſtical POW E R. 


N 


Wherein is ſet forth ; 


That the King is Independent in Things Temporal. 

That General Councils are above the Pope. 

That the Popes Fower 2s to be limited by the Antient Canons 

That the Popes Decifions are not Infallible without the Conſent of the Church, 


Together with the faid 


Declaration of >& CLER ': / þ 


> As they wereRegiſtred in thePARLIAMEN TofPARIS; 
the 23 of March 1692. 
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O 7 IT $ By the Grace of God, King of France and of Navarre, 
To all preſent and to. come, Greeting. Although it be acertain 
and unconteſted Truth, Eſtabliſhed upon 'the Words of Chriſt 
Himſelf, that Our Crown is Indep- ndent of any Power but 
that of God alone ; We have however receiv- d with Satis- 
faction the Declaration which the Deputies of the clergy of France, Aſiem- 
bled by Our Permiſſion in our good city of Paris, have Preſented to Us, 
containing their Opinion touching the Eccleſiaſtical Power ; And We have 
{o much the more willingly hearkened to the Requeſt which the ſaid Depu- 
ties have made to Us,to cauſe the ſaid Declaration to be Publiſhed,for that,ir 
being made by an Aſſembly compoſed of ſo many Perſons equal'y recom- 

' mendable for their Virtue and Learning, and who have with ſo much Zeal 
emp'oyed themſelves in whatever may be of advantage to the church, and 

- - Our Service, the Wisdom and Moderation with which they have expreſſed 

the Opinion that ought to be had on this Subject, may very much contribute 
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to the confirming Our Subjccts in.the Reſpet, which they, as well as We, 
ought to have for the Authority which God has given to the Charch,and to 
the taking away, at the ſame tim&from the Minifters of the pretended Re- 
formed Religion® the Pretext they take , from the Books of {omc- 


Authors, to render the Power of the& Viſible Head of the Church , and the 


center of Eccleſiaſtical Unity odious. For theſe cauſes, and other good and 
weighty conſiderations, Us thereunto moving, after having cauſed the ſaid 
Declaration to be examined in Our Council. We have by this Our preſent, 
erpetual, and irrevocable Edit, Said, Eſtabliſhed and Ordained , do Say, 
tabliſh and Ordain, We Will, and it pleaſeth Us, That the ſaid Declarati- 
onof the Opinion of the Clergy concerning the Eccleſiaſtical Power, here 
unto affixed, under the Seal of Our chancery, be Regiſtred in all Our cours 
of Parliament, Balliwicks, fenechalfies, Univerſities and Facuities of Divini- 
ty, and the canon Law, in Our Kingdom, countries, Lands, and Sicg- 
neuries under Our Obedience. 
I 
E forbid al: O.r ſubjs&s, and all ſtrangers being in Our Kingdom , 
as well ſeculars as Regulars, of what Order , congregation , or 
ſociety they are, to teach in their Houſes, colledges, or ſyminaries, or to 
writeany thing contrary to the DoCtine contained in the ſame. 
[I 
We command that thoſe which ſhall for the future be clioſen to teach 


Divinity in the colledges of every Univerſity, whether they be Seculars or 


Regulars, ſhall before they perform that Function in the colledges or Houſes 
Secular or Regular, ſubſcribe the ſaid Declaration in the Regiſlries of the 


Faculties of Divinity, and promiſe toteach the DoQtrin therein contained z\ 
and that rhe Syndices of the Faculties of Divinity ſhall preſentto the Ordina. | 


ries of the places, and to the Atturnies General, copies of the ſaid Subſcrip= 


. tions, Signed by the Regiſters of the ſaid Faculties, 


II 
That 1n all the Colledges and Houſes of the ſaid Univerſities, where there 


ſhall be many profeſſors, whether Seculars or Regulars, One of them 1ha'il be | 


obliged every year to teach the Doqrin contained in the ſaidDeclaration;and 
in the Colledges where there ſhall be only one Protellor, he ſhall be obliged 
to teach the ſame every third year. 
I'V 

We Command the Syndics of the Faculty of Divinity to preſent every 
Year, before the opening of the LeCtures, to the Archbiſhops or Biſhops of 
the Places where they are Eſtabliſhed, and to ſend to our Attorneys Gene- 
ral the Names of the Profeſſors who ſhall have the charge of teaching the 
faid Doctrine; and We Command the faid Profeilors to preſent to the ſaid 
prelates, and to Our Attorneys General the Writings which they ſhall di- 
Ctate to their Scholars, when they ſhall be by them thereto required- 


a 


V 
We will, that. no Batchellor whether Secular or Regular, ſhall for tne 


future be Licenſed in Divinity, or the Canon Law, nor received a Doctor, 
till he has maintained the ſaid Dofrine -in-one of his 'T hefes, which he. 
ſhall make appear to thoſe that have Right of conterring tie iai« Begrees 


in the Univerſhities. 
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We Exhort, and alſo Enjoyn all Arch+Biſhops,' and Biſhops of Our King. 
dom, Countries, Lands, and Seigneurtes: under Our:Qbedience, t0/Eniploy:. | 
their Authority in cauſing the Doctrine contained in the ſaid Declaration -of 
the ſaid Deputies of the Clergy to _— NE in-theix-Dioceles, PR OST '{\ 
| i337 5 2 EP Nees |» Bee 7 bi. 
We Command the Deans, and: Syndies of the Facultiesof Divinity, to take-, 
care of the Execution of theſe Preſents, on.pain of anſwering the contrary it\,_. 
their own and private:Capacities. - #009 2 1561 1 4 £45413 fl 
So We give in Charge to Our Well-beloved and :'Truſty holding Out+ 
courts of Parliament, that they cauſe' theſe Our preſent Letters; 1n;form:of 1 
an Edict, to be Read, Publiſhed, and Regiſtred; rogether with the ſaid De-1 
claration of the clergy, in the Regiſtries of Our ſaid--cotrts, Bailiiwicks; Se++ 
nechalſies, and Univerſities within their-Juriſdiction; and that. they ſee the: 
ſame obſerved, without ſuffering any. contravention therein direRtly or in- 
direQly; and that they proceed againſt the Oftenders-1n Juch manner-as they . 
jhall think fit, according to the Exigency of the cafe; for ſuch.is Qur. Pleaſure:: 
And that the ſame may remain firtn and Eſtabliſhed tor ever, We have cau-: 
ſed Our Seal to be put to theſe Preſents. . * ; 5 OB. 3 
Given at St. Germains in Laye, in'the Month of March, in the Year of 
Grace 1682. the Year of Our Reign the - 39th. 
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Signed EOUTS:; 


And lower, By the &ING, COLBERT ; VISA, le TELLIER; and Sealed. 
with the Great Seal on Green-Wax. | Go \+ 


Regiftred, The Atturney-General being heard ; and requiring its that yy 
may be put in Execution, according to their Form and Tenor, purſuant to. the 
- Order of this Day. At Paris in Parlement. the 23 of March 1682. 


Signed DONGOIS. 


The Declaration of the Clergy of France concerning the Zecles* 
ſtaſtical Power, Kd ia 
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IM Any there are who endeavour to ihvade the Decrees and Liberties oj 
the Gallican Church ( with ſo much. Zeal contended for by our Anceſt= 
ors ) and even to undermine the Foundation of them,which is Builtupon the Ftc- 
ly Canons, and the Tradition of the Fathers; nor are thoſe wanting, who under. 
pretence of thoſe Liberties, are not affraid to leſſen the Supremacy Ah Peter, 
and his Succeſſors, the Popes of Rome, Tuſtituted by Chriſt, the Obedience due 
to them from all Chriſtians, and the Majeſty of the Apoſtolick See (revered þy 
all People ) wherin the Faith is Preached, and the Unity.of the - Church preſer-., 
ved. Neither do the Hereticks Omit any thing, whereby they may render the, 
Power, by which the Peace of the Church is preſerved, grievous andodious to 
Princes and their Subjetts, and by theſe Frauds they withdraw the Simple from 

. the Communion of their Mother the Church, and of Chriſt: To prevent whith 
Evils, we the Arch-Biſhops, and Biſhops, met at Paris by the.King's Command, 
repreſenting the Gallicane Church, with other Eccleſiaſtical Perſons, deputedito- 


few, 
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ther with us, have after Mature Deliberation, thought fit that the followirg 
Articles ſhould be Eftablifhed and Declared. 
That the Powes of things: Spiritual,and Such as belong to our Eternal Salva- 
tion, was given by God to St: Peter, and his Succeſſors Chriſt's Vicars, and 
tb” his Chnreh, but net that of things:Civil and Temporal: Our Lord ſaying, 


My Kirigdom is not of this World. :4»d again, Render therefore unto Ceſar 


the things that are Ceſar's and unto God the things rhat are Gods, Aud 


' this is meant by- the Words of the Apoſtle, Let every Soul be ſubje& to the 


Higher Powers; For'all Power is from God, and all Powers are Ordained, 
hy reſiſteth the Ordinance of God. 7hat 
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That therefore the uſe of this Apoſtolick Power,is to be Moderated by the Ca- © 
nons made by the Spirit of God, and Conſecrated by the Reverence of the whole 
World, That likewiſe the Orders, Cuſtoms, and Statutes, received by the Crown 
and the Gallican Church,are of Force;and that the Bounds fixed by the Fathers, 
ought to remain unremoved;and that it concerns the Greatneſs of the Apoſtolick 
See, that the Statutes and Cuſtoms, Confirmed by the conſent of ſo great a See, 
and of the whole Church, ſhould be Eſtabliſhed upon a firm Foundation. 

h IV. 

- That in Queſtions concerning Faith, the Pope has the Chief part and that all 
and ſingular C hurches are rencerned in his Decrees; But that bowever his De- 
ciftons are not unreformable without the conſent of the Church 


Which Doftrines we having received from the Fathers, do Decree to be ſent 
td all the Gallican Churches, and to the Biſhops by the Holy Spirit preſiding 0+ 
ver them; that we w_ all ſay the ſame thing, and be all of the ſame Mind. 

Signed b | 
The Arch-Biſhop of Paris, Preſident, 
The Arch-Biſhop of Rhezms: 
« Sixother Arch-Biſhops, | 
"By 26 Biſhops; and the reſt of the Deputies of the Clergy. 
Regiſtred in the Parliament of Paris, the 23 of March, 1682: 


FINIS 


